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centre .of  the   dwellings, floated a large  standard,
where was visible on a red ground the yellow cross
and the lizard of Compostella.    There must be the
old Bermudo II., who had for sixteen years occupied
the throne of Pelayo, for no other person could set up
the royal banner.   The post nearest to the river, form-
ing the advanced guard, was occupied by the warriors
of Castille.   A square banner,  adorned at the four
corners by two towers and two lions, announced that
their brave count, Garcia Fernandas, was in the midst
of his.vassals.    The third and fourth divisions, placed
at a distance from one another a little in the rear of
the Castilians, protected the Leonese flanks.    In one,
there was no princely banner, for it was an auxiliary
corps sent by the King of Navarre, Sancho el Mayor,
who was more occupied with his own family interests
than with his claims as a Christian or his renown as a
warrior.    In the other, three red hands painted on the
banner, with the legend Irurakbat (three make one),
showed that the three little republics of Alava, Guipuscoa,
and Biscay had sent to the Gotho-Iberian army the
sons of their people, still as free in the mountains, still
as pure from foreign intermixture, and as untouched by
foreign conquest as when, a thousand years before,
Horace called the natives Cantaber Indomitus.
These were the only true volunteers—for they had
neither king,, lord, nor master of any kind. They were
not even Spaniards—only Christians, and joined the
war only for conscience' sake. Among the Christians
, no one fought on horseback but the chiefs and nobles.
This was no such disadvantage, as it seemed at first
sight, in defensive warfare, or for an escape among
rocks and precipices. It had been a mistake on the

